
If you had a heart attack tomorrow...

Would you worry about paying for your home?
Most Americans do not have enough savings to get them through 
the cost of a critical illness.1

�Keeping up with monthly payments could be a challenge.

Will choice of doctors and treatments be important to you?
Most people want to get the best treatment possible.  
Treatment costs add up quickly.

Who will take care of you and your family?
Everyone needs care. If you are single, or if your spouse  

cannot miss work, you may need to hire a nurse.
� If you are a parent, you may need help with your children.
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If you were diagnosed  
	 with cancer tomorrow...

Would your savings get you through six  
mortgage or rent payments?

	� Often while you are being treated for critical illness, income can 
be affected. On average, Americans are spending 1 percent more 
than they are earning.2 If your household earnings decreased, 
would that put your home at risk? 

	 Would a check for $25,000 help?

Would choosing the best care for your illness  
be important to you?

	� After being diagnosed with a critical illness, many people are 
deeply relieved when they have a treatment plan and a doctor 
they trust. Sometimes that means traveling long distances  
for treatment. It may mean relying on a doctor who is out of 
your health network. Could you afford these options and the 
out-of-pocket costs associated with them?

	 Would a check for $10,000 help?

Would knowing someone could take care of you  
ease your mind?

	� Having people around to help you sure makes recovery a 
whole lot easier. Sometimes you need a nurse. Sometimes you 
need family. And if you have children, childcare may become a 
necessity. Are you prepared to hire someone? Your family will 
want to be with you, but are they financially prepared to take 
time off to help you? 

	 Would a check for $7,500 help?

...would your recovery be 
easier if you didn’t have to 
worry about money?

1Harvard Study, Illness and Injury as Contributors to Bankruptcy, February 2005. 2U.S. Department of Commerce 2007.


